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Finally, it would give states 
an extra year to manage and 
re-allocate money before it 
has to be sent back to the 
Federal Government – ena-
bling us to spend every last 
dime on victim services. 
  
The legislation has wide sup-
port from both parties and 
we are hopeful that it might 
pass as soon as this calen-
dar year.  Of course, national 
elections seem to overshad-
owing everything so we’re 
keeping our fingers and our 
toes crossed.  Whatever 
happens, we’ll let the victim 
of crime service provider 
network in South Carolina 
know what the future holds 
as we get word.  I have a 
good feeling and high hopes 



















Beginning October 1, 2020 our 
division will begin the next of 
cycle of grant funding to 140 
victim of crime projects 
throughout South Carolina.  
With this grant funding, 645 full 
time and 127 part time profes-
sionals, mostly victim advo-
cates, will be helping victims 
everywhere in South Carolina.  
In all we will be allocating 
$35,333,312.   
 
These Victim of Crime Act 
(VOCA) and Violence Against 
Women Act projects are federal-
ly funded through the Victims of 
Crime Trust Fund and that Trust 
Fund is running out of money.  
Several years ago the Fund was 
flush with over $13 billion.   
Today it is estimated to be $5 
billion or less and headed 
South.  Already South Carolina 
and all other states have seen 
decreases in our VOCA state 
award of roughly half since 
FY2018.  This fifty percent de-
crease from our high funding 
year could even be worse next 
year, but we are doing all we 










In the past month Attorney 
General Alan Wilson joined 
with over 46 other Attorneys 
General in asking Congress to 
amend current VOCA legisla-
tion to restore the VOCA Trust 
Fund. That effort is supported 
by the National Criminal Justice 
Association, the National Coun-
cil on State Governments and 
many similar organizations with 
an interest in victims rights and 
services.  
 
The legislation would increase 
the Trust Fund by moving set-
tlement agreements between 
the Dept. of Justice and de-
fendants (often big corpora-
tions) now going to the General 
Fund, to instead, being deposit-
ed in the Victims of Crime Trust 
Fund. This could amount to 
billions of dollars over just a 
few years. 
 
 The legislation would also help 
VOCA Compensation programs 
by increasing the federal reim-
bursement percentage from 
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July - September 2020  
The Future of Federal Funding for Victims of Crime Projects  
By Director Burke Fitzpatrick 
 
When we empower victim/
survivors by helping them find 
information and resources 
through referrals to other agen-
cies, we help them build a TEAM 
of support.   None of us can be 
experts on every topic, but listed 
below are some great groups 
that specialize to help some of 
victims’ more complex problems.  
We recommend that you keep a 
list of these links and the infor-
mation they contain ready to 
supply to victims who mention 
their interest in learning more 
about the topics below:  (click on 
the links) 
 
Racism and Racial Injustice   
From the Center for Racial Jus-
tice, we loved these resources 
for “Talking About Race, Racism 







Complex Homicide Cases:  The 
National Center for Victims of 
Crime recently launched a new 
training and technical assistance 
website, which is an invaluable 
resource for victim advocates, 
law enforcement, and other pro-
viders who serve victims of 
crime.  
Being Creative: Meeting the Specialized Needs of Crime Victims  
Deputy Director Veronica Swain Kunz 
Crime Victim Ombudsman  
https://www.breakthecycle.org  
Don’t stay silent. It’s time 
to speak up all month 
long. 
 
October is National 
D o m es t i c  V i o l e n c e 
Awareness Month, which 
first began in 1981 by the 
National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence as a 
Day of Unity to connect 
b a t t e r e d  w o m e n ’ s 
advocates across the 
country. 
 
N a t i o n a l  D o m e s t i c 
Violence Awareness 
Month is an annual 
designation observed in 
October. For many, home 
is a place of love, warmth, 
an d  c o m f o r t .  I t ’ s 
somewhere that you know 
you will be surrounded by 
care and support, and a 
nice little break from the 
busyness of the real 
world. But for millions of 
others, home is anything 
but a sanctuary. The U.S. 
Department of Justice 
estimates that 1.3 million 
women and 835,000 
men are victims of 
physical violence by a 
partner every year.  
 
Every 9 seconds, a 
woman in the U.S. is 
beaten or assaulted by a 
current or ex-significant 
other.  
 
Please note: 1 in 4 men 
are victims of some form 
of physical violence by an 
intimate partner. 
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Financial Crime Resource Cen-
ter – Identity theft, fraud, finan-
cial exploitation … these crimes 
devastate families, and take 
time and expertise to solve.  In 
the meantime, what exactly can 
we advocates do to help vic-
tims, or can they help them-
selves?  The FCRC was estab-
lished to help victims of finan-
cial crime recover their assets 
and regain control of their lives 
through partnerships and train-
ing.  They provide technical 
assistance to organizations 
assisting victims with various 
types of fraud, including identity 
theft, investment fraud, cyber-










 The TTA portal is available at 
www.ncvctta.org, and it houses 
webinars, training materials, 
articles, tool kits, and much 
more. Scroll down to see re-
sources for Complex Homicide 
Cases. 
                                                
Restorative Justice – Meeting 
with Offenders: During VRW this 
year, we were fascinated about 
a subject presented by SC De-
partment of Corrections’ Karin 
Ho.  Karin discussed some of 
South Carolina’s Restorative 
Justice Initiatives, including 
preparing victims to meet with 
their offenders, should they 
wish to, in the Department of 
Corrections.  The article below 
is a fascinating look at what 
happened with a Florida family 






Contact Karin to find out what 
Restorative Justice programs 
we have available for South 




Last quarter, DCVAG was in the 
midst of reviewing grant appli-
cations for Victims of Crime Act 
(VOCA), Violence Against Wom-
en Act (VAWA), and State Victim 
Assistance Program (SVAP) pro-
jects scheduled to begin Octo-
ber 1, 2020. At the time staff 
were writing recommendations 
for review by the Public Safety 
Coordinating Council (PSCC) 
which has the statutory authori-
ty to approve subgrants from 
the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral. The PSCC met via telecon-
ference on August 10th where 
Director Burke Fitzpatrick and 
Deputy Director BJ Nelson pre-
sented recommendations.  We 
are pleased to report that the 
PSCC approved all of the staff’s 
recommendations.  
The total Fiscal Year 2020 VOCA 
award to subrecepients this year 
is $33,857,089 with 106 awards 
being made.  The 2020 total VA-
WA award to subrecepients is 
$2,430,659 with 26 grants 
awarded. The 2020 SVAP award 
to subrecepients is $683,250 
with eight awards being approved. 
Staff continues to provide assis-
tance to agencies during the 
COVID 19 crisis by approving 
budget revisions that request PPE 
(Personal Protective Equipment) 
and deep cleaning of office spac-
es. Subrecepients are also contin-
uing to provide vital services to 
victims of crime with the use of 
remote technology. Many are us-
ing Zoom, GoToMeeting and tele-
medicine platforms that are HIPPA 
approved. It’s sometimes awk-
ward, but victims of crime are 
receiving the services they de-
serve.  
On October 6, 2020, DCVAG will 
be providing an Implementation 
Workshop for agencies that 
received awards for the coming 
year.  This year the workshop 
will be offered virtually due to 
COVID 19.  Information will be 
sent in the coming weeks to 
agencies that received awards 
on how to sign up for the work-
shop. However, always feel free 
to reach out to us for updates 
on funding or assistance with 




140 Projects Awarded Grant Funds 
  
by Deputy Director BJ Nelson 
 











In 2014, National 
Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month (NBCAM) 
celebrated its 30th an-
niversary. Since its in-
ception, NBCAM has 
been at the forefront of 
promoting awareness 
of breast cancer issues 
and has evolved along 
with the national dia-
logue on breast cancer. 
Today, NBCAM recog-
nizes that although 
many great strides have 
been made in breast 
cancer awareness and 
treatment, there re-
mains much to be ac-
complished.  
 
As NBCAM celebrated 
its 30th anniversary, 
they remain dedicated 
to educating and em-
powering women to 
take charge of their 
own breast health by 
practicing regular self-
breast exams to identify 
any changes, schedul-
ing regular visits and 
annual mammograms 
with their healthcare 
provider, adhering to 
prescribed treatment 
and knowing the facts 
about recurrence. 
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I am willing to bet one thing we 
can all agree on is that we all 
look forward to living in 
“precedented” times again. 
These past several months of 
2020 have been ones for the 
history books, but while surre-
al, we have adjusted our daily 
lives and have adapted to a 
“new normal”.  
A new normal for office at the 
Department of Crime Victim 
Services Training, Provider Cer-
tification, and Statistical Analy-
sis (CVST) meant we had to 
make adjustments to the way 
we do business. In-person 
trainings and conferences have 
largely become extinct. Our new 
reality is virtual. Virtual trainings 
have replaced countless sched-
uled in-person training events in 
2020, and we at CVST have 
worked with our providers in 
South Carolina to ensure Victim 
Service Provider (VSP) credit for 
applicable training events can 
be attained.  
VSPs are learning and respond-
ing in innovative ways. For the 
first time ever we have basic 
core trainings being taught to 
new VSPs in an all-virtual for-
mat. We’ve seen many success-
es with this transition to virtual 
reality, such as SCVAN’s virtual 
“Victims’ Rights Week” which 
shifted from a 3 day in-person 
training to a weekly virtual con-
ference that spanned the entire 
summer of 2020 with dozens of 







 (continued on page 7) 
 
Resiliency in a Time of Adversity 
  
by Deputy Director Kim Hamm 
 
Department of Crime Victim Services Training,                                                                      
Provider Certification, and Statistical Analysis (CVST)                          
 
         DCVC: The Payer of Last Resort 
                                                                          
by Deputy Director D. Scott Beard  


































Page 4 First Quarter July - September 2020 
 
     If you have ever heard some-
one from DCVC speak about the 
compensation fund, the bene-
fits provided by law and the pro-
cess for obtaining compensa-
tion, you probably heard our 
staff use the phrase “payer of 
last resort.” What does that 
mean? Simply put, if there is 
any other source of reimburse-
ment for losses incurred by 
crime victims, that source must 
be used first before DCVC can 
compensate a victim. The com-
pensation fund is limited and 
must only be used as a safety 
net for victims of crime in South 
Carolina.  
 
     DCVC is a statutory agency, 
meaning we are guided by state 
law in how we do our work and 
process claims. Following are 
the statutes that guide us in 
recovery and savings of funds 
when other sources are availa-
ble to pay. (note: each statute is 




tion of State to right of action 
accruing to claimant, victim, or 
intervenor. 
 
      Payment of an award pursu-
ant to this article subrogates 
the State to the extent of the 
payment to any right of action 
accruing to the claimant or to 
the victim or intervenor to recov-
er losses resulting from the 
crime with respect to which the 
award is made, except that sub-
rogation shall not reduce the 
financial recovery by the victim, 
claimant, or intervenor to less 
than one hundred percent of 
actual losses or expenses. The 
subrogation amount must be  
 
reduced if there is a jury award 
or judicial award in a bench trial, 
which results in a loss to the 
victim, claimant, or intervenor. 
Subrogation shall not be re-
duced if the action is terminated 
other than by a jury award or 
judicial award in a bench trial. 
 
 This Statute allows DCVC to 
subrogate benefits to another 
financial recovery by the victim. 
In other words, if the victim/
claimant gets an insurance set-
tlement, wins a civil suit, or has 
some other financial recovery, 
this law gives DCVC the right to 
be repaid for essentially paying 
out the same costs the recovery 
is set up to cover. This means 
the victim cannot be paid twice 
for the same loss. This goes 
along with our position as payer 
of last resort. 
 
SECTION 16‑3‑1260. Reim-
bursement of State by convicted 
person for payment by Office of 
the Attorney General, South Car-
olina Crime Victim Services Divi-
sion. 
 
(A)   payment of benefits to, or 
on behalf of, a victim or 
intervenor, or eligible 
family member under this 
article creates a debt due 
and owing to the State by 
a person as determined 
by a court of competent 
jurisdiction of this State, 
who has committed the 
criminal act. 
 
 Injuries to victims are caused 
by perpetrators. DCVC uses its 
revenues to pay for the costs of 
those injuries. But the real cost 
should be borne by the perpetra-
tor. This section basically says 
by DCVC paying the cost of the 
victimization created by the per-
petrator of the criminal victimi-
zation, a debt is created for the 
perpetrator to repay DCVC. 
 (B)   The circuit court, when  
  placing on probation a  
  person who owes a debt    
  to the State as a conse - 
  quence of a criminal act,  
  may set as a condition of  
  probation the payment of 
  the debt or a portion of  
  the debt to the State. The 
  court also may set the   
  schedule or amounts of  
  payments subject to mod-
  ification based on change 
  of circumstances. 
 
 This section allows state 
court judges to order defend-
ants to pay DCVC back as a con-
dition of probation if DCVC has 
already paid benefits to the vic-
tim. 
 
  (B)   The Department of Pro- 
    bation, Parole and Par- 
   don Services shall also  
       have the right to make     
       payment of the debt or a 
    portion of the debt to            
       the State a condition of  
       parole or community    
        supervision. 
 
 This section gives DPPP the 
right to collect restitution on 
behalf of DCVC when the of-
fender is on parole or communi-
ty supervision. 
 
   (C)    When a juvenile is  
            adjudicated delinquent   
            in a Family Court pro-  
            ceeding involving a  
            crime upon which a   
            claim under this article  
            can be made, the fami-  
            ly court, in its discre- 
            tion, may order that the       
  juvenile pay the debt to 
  the Office of the          
  Attorney General,  
 
 
    (continued on page 6) 
The path to understand-
ing diabetes starts 
here. 
 
No matter where you 
are in your fight, here’s 
where you need to be. 
 
Whether you’ve been 
newly diagnosed, have 
been fighting against 
type 1 or type 2 diabe-
tes for a while, or are 
helping a loved one, 
you’ve come to the right 
place. This is the start 
of gaining a deeper 
understanding of how 
you can live a healthier 
life—with all the tools, 
health tips, and food 
ideas you need. Wher-
ever you’re at with this 
disease, know that you 
have options and that 
you don’t have to be 
held back. You can still 
live your best life. All 
you have to do is take 
action and stick with it. 






    National Call Center 
1701 North Beauregard 
Street, Alexandria,            
Virginia 22311 
 
    1.800.342.2383 
 











Epilepsy is the fourth 
most common neuro-
logical disease and 
affects people of all 
ages. 
 
There are 150,000 
New Cases of Epilepsy 
Every Year. 3.4 million 
People in the United 
States Live with Active 
Epilepsy. 1 in 26 Peo-
ple in the U.S. Will De-
velop Epilepsy at some 
point in their lives. 
Epilepsy is a condition 
of the brain causing 
seizures. 
 
A seizure is a disrup-
tion of the electrical 
communication be-
tween neurons. 
Someone is said to 
have epilepsy if they 
experience two or 
more unprovoked sei-
zures separated by at 
least 24 hours or after 
one seizure with a 
high risk for more. 
 
Facts About Epilepsy 
And Seizures 
 
65 MILLION: Number 
of people around the 
world who have epilep-
sy. 
 
3.4 MILLION: Number 
of people in the United 
States who have epi-
lepsy. 
 
1 IN 26 people in the 
United States will de-
velop epilepsy at some 
point in their lifetime. 
 
BETWEEN 4 AND 10 
OUT OF 1,000: Num-
ber of people on earth 
who live with active 
seizures at any one 
time. 
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End of Fiscal Year 19-20 Agency Stats  
By Assistant Deputy Director Ethel Douglas Ford 
Department of Crime Victim Compensation (DCVC)  
During FY19-20, DCVC paid out 
over $6.3 million in claims. 
Please  see listed below the end 
of the year DCVC statistical data: 
 
DCVC Claims Received   
 
 
DCVC Claims Received: 
 
Crime Victim Compensation 
Claims Received: 2,802  
 
Adult Sexual Assault Claims Re-
ceived: 900 
 
Anonymous Sexual Assault 
Claims Received: 132 
 
Child Sexual Assault Claims Re-
ceived: 2,602 
 
Child Physical Assaults Claims 
Received: 656 
 
Total Claims Received: 7,092 
 
Note: Some of the claims were 
 only received through    
03/19/2020 due to COVID-19 
 
 
Total Number of Payments: 
 
The total number of payments 




Victim Support and Advocacy - 
Intake Service: 
 
Total Incoming Calls: 8,573 
Status Calls: 6,505 
Referrals: 1,075 
General Info: 713 
Application Requests: 256 
Other/Misc. Calls: 24  
 
Total Walk-in Crime Victims As-
sisted: 66 
 





The staff in this section pro-
cessed 2,302 DCVC crime victim 
compensation claims. 
 








Unclaimed Restitution Collected: 
$236.513.99 
 
Total Amount of Restitution, Un- 




As a result of tracking cases and 
working with attorneys and solic-
itor’s offices and advocates 
across the state, the agency was 
able to prohibit payment on vari-
ous claims in which reimburse-
ment was provided to victims by 
other means.  As a result, we 
were able to not pay on a num-
ber of claims; thereby, saving 




Prophylaxis - nPEP): 
 
 Adult population total num-
ber of claims received: 36 
 
 Adult population total 
amount paid: $96,051.29 
 
 Adolescent/Pediatric total 




lation total amount paid: 
$23,404.57 
 
Total number of Adult and Ado-
lescent/Pediatric of claims re-
ceived: 49 
 





Claim Negotiation:  
(July 1, 2019 - April 1, 2020) 
 
Claim negotiations is not guar-
anteed and is on a case by 
case basis.  For this fiscal year, 
$12,110,831.46 of crime re-
lated bills were identified and 
successfully negotiated.  This 
provides much needed assis-
tance to crime victims. 
 
DCVC Training and Publication 
Items Distributed:  
 
 Training Events Conduct-
ed: 24 
 
 Out of the 24 trainings 
conducted, 6 were specifi-
cally for Law Enforcement 
Agencies  
  
  Participants Trained: 553 
 
 Out  of the 553 trained,  
      77 were Law Enforcement  
       Officers and 2 Victim Advo- 
       cates  
 
Total Publication Items Distrib-
uted: 5,596 
  
  DCVC Auditing Section: 
 
 Victim Assistance Fines, Fees and 
Assessment Fund: 
 
 Total Audits Conducted: 9 
 
 Total Audit Complaints: 0 
 
 Total Audit Inquiries: 59 
 
 Total Budgets Monitored/
Desk Audits Performed: 
331 
 
Total Audit Funds Recoupment: 
$45,356.01 
 
Total Budget Funds Recoup-
ment: $12,500 
 




















Nat iona l  Human 
Rights Month. This 
month and every 
month to follow, eve-
ryone in the United 
States is encouraged 
to come together and 
stand up for equality, 
justice, and the digni-
ty of all humans. De-
cember is a time to 
honor the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights, an interna-
tional document stat-
ing the fundamental 
rights and freedoms 
to which all human 
beings are entitled.  
 
These rights include 
freedom from dis-
crimination, the right 
to equality, and the 
right to be considered 
innocent until proven 
guilty. 
 
Nat iona l  Human 
Rights Month is about 
acknowledging that 
people are people, 
plain and simple. If 
we take the time to 
learn about other 
cultures, we will begin 
to see things from 
their perspective and 
be able to better un-
derstand them as real 
people. 
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DCVC: The Payer of Last Resort 
 by Deputy Director D. Scott Beard 






(continued from page 4)   
    shall coordinate the de-
velopment of policies and 
procedures for the South 
Carolina Department of 
Corrections, the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice, 
the South Carolina Office 
of Court Administration, 
the Department of Proba-
tion, Parole and Pardon 
Services, and the South 
Carolina Board of Proba-
tion, Parole and Pardon 
Services to assure that 
victim restitution pro-
grams are administered              
in an effective manner to 
increase payments into 
the fund. 
 
 This section gives DCVC au-
thority to work with other state 
agencies and come up with a 
plan to assure restitution pro-
grams are administered in an 
effective manner to increase 
payments into the fund. As you 
may know, DCVC is now working 
with other state agencies 
through a restitution task force.  
 
  Victim Services Division, 
Department of Crime Vic-
tim Compensation, as 
created by this article, as 
an adult would have to 
pay had an adult commit-
ted the crime. Any assess-
ments ordered may be 
made a condition of pro-
bation as provided in Sec-
tion 63‑19‑1410. 
 
 This section gives DJJ the right 
to collect restitution on behalf of 
DCVC when appropriate includ-
ing as a condition of probation. 
 
(D) Payments authorized or 
required under this sec-
tion must be paid to the 
Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, South Carolina Crime 
Victim Services Division. 
The Director of the Office 
of the Attorney General, 
South Carolina Crime Vic-
tim Services Division, to-
gether with the Deputy 
Director of the Depart-
ment of Crime Victim 
Compensation,  
  (E)     Restitution payments to  
            the Office of the Attorney 
            General, South Carolina  
            Crime Victim Services  
            Division, Department of  
            Crime Victim Compensa- 
            tion, Victim Compensa- 
            tion Fund may be made 
            by the Department of Cor- 
            rections from wages accu- 
            mulated by offenders in 
            its custody who are sub- 
            ject to this article, except 
            that offenders’  
 
Restitution payments may be 
    collected by SCDC when incar- 
    cerated offenders are ordered 
    to pay, minus enough expenses 
    for their basic necessities in 
    prison. 
 
 





                            
ROOT VEGETABLES 









Root Vegetables and 
Exotic Fruits Month is 
an annual designation 
observed in Decem-
ber. Although we may 
not think of them this 
way, root vegetables 
are the staple of many 
recipes. This month, 
add some exotic fruits 
to those recipes to 
change it up a little for 
the holidays, and 
WOW your friends and 
family with your crea-
tive dishes! 
 
Root veggies are great 
because they provide 
complex carbs and 
starch, they’re high in 
fiber, they can help 
you lose weight, they 
contain tons of vita-
mins and minerals, 
and even contain anti-
cancer antioxidants. 
Add these to almost 
any recipe for a nutri-
tious boost and great 
flavor. 
 
Exotic fruits are deli-
cious and a fun addi-
tion to meals, espe-
cially because they are 
a bit harder to come 
by in the United 
States. These fruits 
contain large amounts 
of antioxidants, vita-
mins A, C, iron, and 
phosphorus. Can you 
say, delicious and nu-
tritious? 
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Resiliency in a Time of Adversity 
  
by Deputy Director Kim Hamm 
 
Department of Crime Victim Services Training,                                                                      













(continued from page 3) 
It has been incredible to wit-
ness the resiliency of our 
field during these unprece-
dented times. It draws a par-
allel to those we serve who 
are resilient in a time of ad-
versity, and I would be re-





I am amazed and inspired to 
work with such caring and 
dedicated professionals, and I 
thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for your continued 
devotion to serving victims 
and maintaining the profes-
sional virtues of victim advo-
cacy during these uncertain 
times.  
As we transition to a sea-
son of thanksgiving, please 
know that you are appreci-
ated and you matter more 
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The Leaves Are Falling! 
                
 
 
